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Bill Type and Number:   Ordinance 2012-706
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: November 27, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: PHS; F
Date of Analysis: November 30, 2012
Type of Action: Appropriation
Bill Summary: This ordinance appropriates $178,062 in one-time grant funding from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency that will allow the Environmental Quality Division staff to establish a permanent near-road nitrogen oxide monitoring site that will meet design and siting criteria.  Provision is made for a carryover of funds to Fiscal Year 2013-2014.
Background Information: The Environmental Quality Division administers an Ambient Air Quality monitoring network to measure and record concentrations of carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen dioxide, ozone, lead and particulate matter in the outdoor atmosphere in accordance with federal regulations. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency requires the establishment of a near-road nitrogen oxide monitoring site.  The site will be located in a heavy traffic area.  The speficic monitoring site has not been determined.  Monitoring data from the site location will provide valuable information relative to NOx emissions, or the formation of poisonous gases (ozone).  The EPA has established that short term exposure to gaseous emission concentrations for as short as 30 minutes can be linked to: increased asthma symptoms; worsened control of asthma; increase in other respiratory illnesses; and increased emergency room visits for respiratory illnesses, especially in children, the elderly and asthmatics.
Policy Impact: Neighborhoods Department/Environmental Quality Division/EPA Grant
Fiscal Impact: The ordinance appropriates an EPA grant in the amount of $178,062
Analyst: Jackson
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